WEEK 5 – DISCOVERING YOUR GIFTS
In the last two weeks we have reflected on our passions and motivations, and also reviewed our abilities and the skills we have learned throughout our lives.  This week we will try to determine the particular gifts that God has given each one of us, the gifts that we have to use in His service. 
To help with this task each member will need to have with them two copies of the Gift Assessment form, completed by friends, family members or colleagues.   We will refer to these later.
FOR GROUP DISCUSSION:

Read through the Bible verses under Food For Thought together and then consider the following questions.
Do you think these lists of gifts in the Bible are intended to be exhaustive?  If not, are there any gifts you would add to the lists?
What do you believe is God’s purpose in giving these gifts?
God wants us to bear fruit (John 15:8). What fruit might come from using our gifts?  (For example, the gifts of prophecy, discernment, wisdom and encouragement can be used to help others discover their calling.)

God promises to equip us for whatever it is he calls us to – do you have any experiences of God’s equipping that you can share with the group?
FOOD FOR THOUGHT

Spiritual gifts are unique spiritual abilities given by God to help us serve Him.
“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same spirit. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.”  1 Corinthians 12:4-6
In order that we might bear fruit God gives each of us different spiritual gifts.  

"Just as each one of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.  We have different gifts, according to the grace given us." Romans 12:4-6 
Spiritual gifts are meant to be used!  

“If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith.  If it is serving, let him serve; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.”  Romans 12: 7-8

The gifts are to be used to build up the body of Christ, see Ephesians 4: 11-13.

The gifts are to be used to serve others as a praise to Christ, see 1 Peter 4:8-11. 

IDENTIFYING OUR GIFTS

Give everyone plenty of time and space now to work through the Gift Assessment form by themselves and then to compare their own findings with those of their family, friends or colleagues.  
FOR INDIVIDUAL REFLECTION – GIFT ASSESSMENT

Take time to fill in the blank Gift Assessment form for yourself, marking the gifts you think God has given you.  Think about gifts you use in your day to day life – at work, at home, at church, with your friends and neighbours. Think about what you have done in the past as well as what you are doing now. 

Now take the Gift Assessment forms filled in by friends or family and using the table below, compare the list of gifts they have suggested with the ones you marked for yourself.
	Gift
	Friend 1
	Friend 2
	Self-assessment

	Administration
	
	
	

	Counselling / listening
	
	
	

	Craftsmanship
	
	
	

	Creative communication
	
	
	

	Discernment / knowledge / wisdom
	
	
	

	Evangelism
	
	
	

	Encouragement
	
	
	

	Faith
	
	
	

	Giving
	
	
	

	Healing
	
	
	

	Helping
	
	
	

	Hospitality
	
	
	

	Leadership
	
	
	

	Mercy
	
	
	

	Prophecy
	
	
	

	Shepherding / mentoring
	
	
	

	Teaching
	
	
	



Using these results, try to identify the top three gifts that are revealed and list them below.  
Describe some of the ways these gifts can be seen in your life.  How are you using them now?  How have you used them in the past?
1.

2.
3.
SUGGESTIONS FOR PRAYER – HELPING ONE ANOTHER IDENTIFY GIFTS
If possible, take time at the end of this session to prayerfully consider one another’s gifts.  Write the name of each member at the top of a blank sheet of paper.  As you spend time in quiet reflection together, pass the sheets round and ask the group to write down on the relevant named sheet the gifts they believe God has given that particular group member.  
If you write the name at the top of the paper, it is easiest to start writing from the bottom and simply fold the paper over to cover your contribution before passing the paper on to the next person.  
This is a wonderful way to encourage one another - each person gets to take home a picture of how the group sees their particular gifts and helpful patterns may emerge.
WEEK 6 – LISTENING TO GOD IN PRAYER
This week provides an opportunity to seek God’s guidance before drawing the threads together in the final week.  As a group you can chose to:
· Take advantage of the specific times during the day and evening when the church will be open for prayer and quiet reflection.  Prayer ministry will be available for anyone who would like it.  The church will be open on Wednesday 25th February 2009.
· Meet as usual and take the opportunity to seek God’s face together.
· Some group members might like to use the church and still meet together as a group.
OUR CALLING IS ROOTED IN PRAYER

Now that we have spent time reflecting on our God-given passions, skills and gifts, this week provides an opportunity to lay all these things before God in prayer and to seek His wisdom and clarity for the next step.  How does He want us to use all that we are and all that we can be?

Your call is rooted in prayer. Pray that God will continue to reveal His purposes for your life and that you will be ready to respond.  Pray through anything that may prevent you doing God's will - shyness, lack of confidence, insecurity, fear, pride, finances, even lack of opportunity.

God looks at us, His creation, with eyes of love.  Take time to listen to God.  Look back over the previous weeks’ reflections.  Use the following resources if you find them helpful.   
SUGGESTED QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION

Here are some suggestions for questions to reflect on with God.  You may have your own questions.

· What can I, should I, do I want to change?  

· Are there things to give up?  

· And new things to take on?

· What opportunities exist that excite me?

· What has God equipped me for?  

· Who are the “widows and orphans” in my community?  What do they really need?

· What, or who, can help me discern God’s call?

· How can I draw closer to God and know His will?

Don’t be constrained by the possible or the probable.  Listen for God’s still, small voice – He may surprise you.
SUGGESTED BIBLE PASSAGES FOR MEDITATION

“Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice behind you, saying, ‘This is the way; walk in it.’”  Isaiah 30:21

"This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples"  John 15:8 
 “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men ...”  Col 3: 23-24.  

“From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.”  Ephesians 4:16

“And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge – that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.” Ephesians 17-19
“It is the Lord your God you must follow and him you must revere. Keep his commands and obey him.  Serve him and hold fast to him.” Deut 12:14
“This is what the LORD says: Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls.”  Jeremiah 6:16
"I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.  If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.  By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples.  As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.”  
John 15:5-9
“So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you. Take your everyday, ordinary life – your sleeping, your eating, going to work and walking around life – and place it before God as an offering.”

Romans 12:1, The Message
SUGGESTIONS FOR PRAYER

Pray for encouragement for yourself, for your Home Group and for all the church family, confident that God has indeed placed His calling on each of our lives, and expectant that He wants to reveal His calling to us.

Pray that God will reveal to you something new and exciting about who He made you to be, or that He will confirm in you something you already know but that has maybe lain dormant for a long time.   Ask God for help to see yourself as He sees you.

Thank God for whatever He has been teaching you over the past few weeks.  Ask Him to direct and use your individual God-given passions, abilities and gifts.

Offer your talents and skills as well as your life experiences to God and ask Him to use them in His service. 

Ask God for the confidence to recognise your gifts and for the courage to use them.
God knows us and loves us, we are chosen and beloved.  He knows our strengths and our frailties; he knows the situation of our lives, our hopes and dreams, our disappointments and sadness’s.  But still he calls us to be his hands and feet, to share his love, to serve him and one another in a myriad of ways.  Don’t be afraid – you are loved.  Trust God and keep seeking him.
WEEK 7 – Pulling the threads together and making a response 

Take a moment at the beginning of this final week to reflect on the journey you have travelled together as a group.  This course started by looking at what we mean by calling, that it is rooted and grounded in love – God’s love for us, our love for Him and our response of loving our neighbour.  We considered the three circles of calling – our calling as a Christian; our unique, individual calling; and the practical outworking of our calling.  We looked at the journey of discovering our calling and the things that God has provided to help us on the way, like the Bible, the Holy Spirit, prayer and fasting, wise counsel.  Then we reflected over three weeks on our own passions, skills and gifts.  And finally we took time out for prayer and to seek God’s guidance.
You have made it through to the final week of the course and it is time to give shape to your individual calling and to consider the outer layer of the circles – your practical response to God’s call.  

Your calling is not just your spiritual gifts, not just your natural gifts or your life experiences, your job, your role at church, your role in the family.  Your calling is your very nature – the person God made you to be.  And the practical outworking of that call may well change with the seasons of life, with opportunity and need, with life experience and increasing maturity.  Discovering your calling may result in carrying on doing what you are doing, in doing more or less, in staying or going!  

CREATE A STATEMENT OF CALLING
Some members of your group may find this part difficult.  It might help them to talk it through so try to offer a space where you can have one-to-one discussions with individuals to help them draw the pieces of the picture together.  

Encourage people to write something down and then to work on it.  It is much easier to change a draft statement than to be confronted with a blank sheet of paper!
Now is your opportunity to draw together all the threads from the course and to complete a written “Statement of Calling”.  This provides a means of distilling what has been learned and acts as a springboard for action. 
Don’t be constrained by what you think you can or cannot do, or by other people’s opinions.  Let yourself dream, remember God loves you, open yourself up to his still, small voice.

1. Start with what you know.  Look back at what you have learned over the past six weeks through discussion, reflection and prayer.  Write down the passions, skills and gifts that you have identified.

PASSIONS:
SKILLS:
GIFTS:
2. Using the information above, draft a Statement of Calling, describing what you think God’s call is for your life.  Keep it short – may be two or three sentences.  Write it out a few times until you are happy with it.  
If you find it had to get started, begin with your name and the phrase “… is made to …”, for example “John or Jane is made to …”

Keep your statement somewhere safe so that you can refer back to it and hone it over time.  Keep coming back to it – review it, pray into it, share it with others, work out your options for actions and take one step towards one of the actions.  
TAKING ACTION

Once you are happy with your Statement of Calling it is time to take the final vital step.  Decide on an ACTION that you can take that derives from your Statement of Calling – a first step on the road ...  

It is OK to start small – who is your neighbour, where is your community, who do you know who needs loving, a sense of belonging, being included?  Where is there need in the places God has put you?  And how can you help?  

1. Write down a ‘one time’ action that you will take to fulfil part of your calling. Make it specific and short term, for example trying an activity or organising an event.

2. Write down anything you need to get started, e.g. training, finance or assistance.

3. Accountability - give yourself a deadline to complete your action.  Share with your Home Group what you plan to do so that you can challenge one another to keep to your plans.  
4. Future Plans - write down any longer term goals or dreams that have come to mind during the course.  These may not be achievable now, but could be something you want to work towards.   

GROUP DISCUSSION
Ask the group to share their calling and the action they have decided on.  This process of sharing is very helpful in crystallising and affirming each group member’s thoughts and plans.  
Write down each person’s action and the time line they have given themselves.  This gives you an opportunity as a group to be accountable to one another – to encourage and be interested in one another’s progress.
WHAT TO DO WHEN YOUR CALLING REMAINS UNCLEAR

Persevere in prayer, seeking God’s vision - God has provided us with various ways to discern his calling for our lives, for example prayer, the Bible, the Holy Spirit, our conscience, our life circumstances, wise counsel and fasting.  

Start with what you do know whilst seeking greater clarity on the details that are not yet clear.  Keep doing what you are doing until a new direction becomes clear.

Think about whether there is space in your life to fulfill your calling – do you need to make changes?

Don’t be deterred by opposition – keep seeking opportunities.  Be willing to take a risk and try something new.

Trust what God puts in your heart and have faith that He will give you the opportunities and the power to make it happen.

A FINAL SUMMARY
· Knowing that you are a unique and beloved child of God is fundamental.

· Our overarching call as Christians does not change – to love the Lord our God, to love people with tender mercy because God loves us, to go out with the good news, to look after the widows and the orphans, to fight for justice.

· Our innate, individual calling does not change – it is the underlying melody of our lives.  But how we work this out in each stage of lives can and does change.

· So the practical outworking of our calling is fluid – it changes over time, with the seasons of our lives, with opportunities, with God’s word to us.

· Prayer is vital, encouraging one another is vital.

· Value everyone’s contribution as part of the true body of Christ.  The apparently small things are just as important.

· Start with what you can do, don’t dwell on what you can’t do.  Do what you are!

· And remember that to answer God’s call you don’t have to be perfect, or perfectly ready!

Whatever has come out of this course for you – confirmation that you are on the right track, new ideas and opportunities, even lack of certainty about your calling – press on towards the goal, reflect on what you have learned about God and about yourself.  Love God, love your neighbour as yourself.  Keep praying.  Seek opportunities to be used by God.
The end of the course is not the end of the story – it is another step on the journey of living our lives in the light of, and in response to, God’s love for each one of us.

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”   
Romans 15:13
All Saints Church Weston, December 2008
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